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For that nationality was now beginning to be sup-
ported by a new and vigorous power. The Emperors
had indeed opposed it as disloyal and revolutionary: had
more than once put forth their whole strength to root it
out. But the unity of the Empire, and the ease of com-
munication through its parts, had favoured the spread of
Christianity: persecution had scattered the seeds more
widely, had forced on it a firm organization, had given it
martyr-heroes and a history. When Constantine, partly
perhaps from a genuine moral sympathy, yet doubtles?
far more in the well-grounded belief that he had more
to gain from the zealous sympathy of its professors than
he could lose by the aversion of those who still cultivated
a languid paganism, took Christianity to be the religion
of the Empire, it was already a great political force, able^
and not more able than willing, to repay him by aid and
submission. Yet the league was struck in no mere mer-
cenary spirit, for the league was inevitable. Of the evils
and dangers incident to the system then founded, there
was as yet no experience: of that antagonism between
Church and State which to a modern appears so natural,
there was not even an idea. Among the Jews, the State
had rested upon religion; among the Romans, religion
had been an integral part of the political constitution, a
matter far more of national or tribal or family feeling
than of personal0. Both in Israel and at Rome the
mingling of religious with civic patriotism had been har-
Qcod secern mutare licet: quod cernere Thulen
Lusus, et horrendos quondam penetrare recessus:
Quod bibimus passim Rhodanum, potanius Oronten,
Quod ctmcti gens una sumus.    Nee terminus unquam
Romanae ditionis erit.'
c In the   Roman   jurisprudence, ius   sacrum is a branch  of   ius